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I hereby cenify tiiat diis correspondence is being iransmifted via fkciimile to 
the Commissioner for Patents, c/o C Wilder at (703) 308-42A2 on rhe date 
sho\fcTJ below. 
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DECLARATION OF ALISON HOPKINS UNDER 37 CFR 1J32 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



1. I, Alison Hopkins, declare that I am the inventor of the subject matter 
described and claimed in the above-identified patent application and that I am expenenced in 
the arts of molecular biology and including the art of random prime labeling of nucleic acids. 

2- I submit this declaration to address issues raised in the Office Action 
dated May 1 , 2002 in the above-identified application as well as in the Interview with the 
Examiner conducted May 14, 2002. 

3. In response to the questions presented about the identity and criticality 
of the buffer used in the experiments presented in the specification, I declare that the buffer 
recited in claim 2 is not critical to the demonstration of the unexpected results presented on 
pages 8 and 9 of the apphcation. The specification at page 7, lines 2 and 3 describes a 
commercially available nucleotide buffer (N5000/N5500 Amersham International pic, see the 
Exhibit attached hereto) which compnses Tris-HCl, ph 7.8, MgCh and 2-mercaptoethanoL 
The specification further teaches that other buffers could be used depending upon the 
particular polymerase enzymes at page 4, lines 13 through 17 of the specification. The 
selection of this suitable buffer would be within the scope of a knowledgeable person and 
would not influence implementation of the invention. 
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4. I declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on infonnation and behef are beheved to be true; and fimher that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
above-identified application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Alison Hopkins 

October^, 2002 
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